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In each case it is of course assumed that the outward act
is an expression of the inward intention. One who having
retaliation in his breast submits to violence out of policy
is not truly non-violent, and may even be a hypocrite if
he hides his intention. It should also be remembered that
non-violence comes into play only when it comes in contact
with violence. One who refrains from violence when there
is no occasion for its exercise is simply un-violent and
has no credit for his inaction.
Dominion Status ceasing to be a factor, the points
raised from that imaginary event now need not be discussed
except to say that the enjoyment by India of Dominion
Status would have meant India, then become an equal
partner, instead of being ruled by it, dominating the foreign
policy of Great Britain.
My general and hearty approval of the Nehru Report
must not be taken to mean endorsement of every word
of it. My approval need not carry endorsement of the
constructive programme for the future governance of free
India. My non-violence would not prevent me from fighting
my countrymen on the many questions that must arise
when India has become free. A mere academic discussion
can only hamper the present progress of non-violence. I
know, however, that, if 1 survive the struggle for freedom,
I might have to give non-violent battle to my own country-
men, which may be as stubborn as that in which I am now
engaged. But the military schemes now being considered
by the great Indian leaders are highly likely to appear
even to them to be wholly unnecessary, assuming that we
have come to our own demonstrably through non-violent
means deliberately chosen and used.
My collaboration with my countrymen today is confined
to the breaking of our shackles. How we would feel and
what we shall do after breaking them is more than they
or I know.
It is profitless to speculate whether Tolstoy in my
place would have acted differently from me. It is enough
for me to give the assurance to my friends in Europe that
in no single act of mine have I been consciously guilty of
endorsing violence or compromising my creed.  Even the

